
What is Honolulu Rail Transit? 
Honolulu Rail Transit is a proposed 20-mile elevated rail line that will connect West Dahu with 
downtown Honolulu and Ala IVIoana and, one day, will extend even further to Honolulu International 
Airport, Waikiki, UH Manoa and Kalaeloa. The system features 200-foot-long electric, steel-wheel 
trains capable of carrying more than 300 passengers each. Trains can carry more than 6,000 riders per 
hour. By 2030, up to 90,000 riders per day are expected to use rail transit. 

How does rail transit help reduce traffic congestion? 
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WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF 
HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT? 

We need to get front here 
to there — I he roads and If 0._nr s 
are often congested. liminne our community's 
nirabrl it',' ,A fully-elevated_ .JJ..,:teer-wheel rail transit 
system will be able to inovc' thousands of people 
per hour without taking away the al reads Hinted 
hie.hway and road space \ye have now 

	

 	The elc ■ uivNI system soil operate 
with precision and reliability Sc', i \oil need to be 
at work by you'll arrive at \xork by 8 a.m., 
even i it's raining or there's a hie accident on 11-1. 
There oh II be just 3 minutes between rail vehicles 
during peak hours, so you won't have to check the 
schedule in catch the next one. 

onstr tict ion of the 
rail line would create an estimated 11,000 jobs 
oxer the next eight years. and increase state and 
city revenues. 

( 	4 - 

Traffic congestion develops when too many 
vehicles try to use a roadway at the same time. 
During rush hours, congestion builds quickly, 
particularly where major roadways converge—like 
the H-1/H-2 Interchange or Middle Street Merge — 
and from the downtown area outward. 

Considering the limited space in Honolulu, 
the only solution is to reduce the number of 
vehicles at those critical pinch points. That's 
what's so important about rail transit. Rail transit 
is the only large-scale solution that helps reduce 
the number of vehicles on the road, especially 
in the downtown and Ala Moana areas, and the 
H-I corridor from West Dahu, 

Dahu's population is expected to grow by 
200,000 people by 2030, and an estimated 
750,000 more daily trips are expected on Dahu's 
roads. But a detailed Alternatives Analysis 
showed that a rail transit system could reduce 
future traffic congestion by 11%, while simply 
increasing the number of buses would reduce 
future traffic congestion by just 1.3%. Adding 
toll lanes or roads would actually increase future 
traffic congestion. 

There is no "magic bullet" to reduce Dahu's 
traffic problems. Building rail transit now is 
the most cost-effective way to avoid even more 
congestion in the future. 

_ Rail transit can 
be powered by electricity front renewable sources, 
and is endorsed by the Sierra Club. 

It is vital that improved 
infrastructure is in place to support West 0 . iihit s 
growth. It will help focus growth in designated 
areas, and away front areas where we don't want 
it — helping to "keep the country country. 

Rail transit is affordable 	working 
families, seniors, and students. Rides will cost 
the same as TheBus and TheBoat, come NVtl -i free 
traa,f,Js, and like now, a monthly pass will work 
system-wide. 

Rail t ransit, as p a rt or an cy,t_srall public-transpor-
tation as stein, is a wax to enhance Honolulu's 
quality of life_ by easing traffic congestion. 
enhancine our economy, reducing pollution, 
and pros idiots ereater mobility for as and future 
eencrations 

WHAT'S INSIDE 

One 300-passenger tram can relieve the lree \ ay ()I 200 cars every three minutes dunng morning rush hour. 

This brochure is provided hy the City & County of 
Honolulu as part of the public information pro ram 
required by the Federal 1..ransportation Administration. 
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Why is rail transit such an 
important investment in 
Honolulu's future? 

Building rail transit has lone been viewed by health experts as an excellent nay to limit 

harmful tehicl elniSSIOILS: and lniprovc: air quality. I. ho transportation sector is one or the largest 

contributors to greenhouse gas emissions and our island's carbon thotprint. Rail transit enhances 

our environmental quality oh I I in numerous Ns . ti.s. 

• Honolulu rail transit will he electricallv-pcnsiered and benefit from the most promising 

ads tinceS in alternativ C enJ.JJur y sourc es, I ike II-po wr, mild, solar and bio -fuels. 

• Rail is more enerey-efficient than single-occupant cars and trucks, consuming 

less energy per pa6s,:inger - inde, according, to the U.S. Department or Lnerg 

• it will take more than 25.000 cars and tracks off our highways and is 	each day. 

• b is the quietest on all mass-transit alternausies. 

As the Sierra Club's report Xlb.,ing the Mull concludes, We can move our workforce more 

efficiently and generate more obs...through greater ins estment in public transportation sources. We 

will also enjoy benefits including better air and water qualit'n greater public health, less sprawl. and 

IllOrt,` independence for Our aging population. A more balanced transportation 6ystem...is a Winnim 

combination for the economy, for families, and fbr individual commuters' quality of life 

Since Statehood, our community has invested 
in the Pali Tunnels and Highway, the Wilson 
Tunnel and Likelike Highway, the H-1, H-2 and H-3 
freeways, as well as many non-transportation 
projects like Ala Moana and Central 0`ahu parks, 
Blaisdell Center, our community colleges and the 
University of Hawai`i. 

The community leaders and concerned citizens 
of those times past had the foresight and dedica-
tion to plan for the future, to the benefit of all of us 
today. 

Rail transit, as part of an integrated mass-
transit system, is an investment in Honolulu's 
future - growing our economy, protecting our 
environment, strengthening our community, and 
providing reliable and affordable transportation 
for generations to come. 

When will rail transit service actually begin? 
The projected schedule for rail transit is: 

Completion of Final Environmental Impact Study - summer 2009 

Groundbreaking and start of construction - late 2009 

First segment completed - 2012 

Segments opened on completion - 2012 to 2017 

Completion of 20-mile route from Kapolei to Ala Moana -2018 

Extensions to Iloilo] tau International Airport, Waikiki, (IN Marnoa. 
and Kalaelon will be built pending future funding. 

FOR FURTHER READING AND SOURCE DATA. N' ISIT THESE WEBSITES: 

Aniei can Public I ransportation Association — is is is apta calm 

Federal I ransit Administration www Ita.dot.gos 

lonolulu On The Mos e www.honolulutransit.oiI. 

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization - wwwoahumpo.org  

The Sierra Club - wwwsierraclub.com  

This brochure is provided by Me C'ity & Couniy of I lonolulit as part of the public information program required by the 
Federal Transportation 	uunflisl rat ion. in learn more, visit W w.lionolulutransit.org  or call Ilie Projecl I lot line at 566 -2299. 

PA I D FOR RV CHI' TAXPAYERS 
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